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BUS TRAVEL STUDENTS

A reminder that as part of our duty of care, and to Je
your child is not travelling home on the school bus, | |
ensure they are marked off the bus i




A word from Mrs Cooney.

Cultural Embrace

Diversity

Week the Journey

17 - 23 March Shape our

2025 Future
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At Broadford Primary, we are making reading instruction stronger than ever with an evidence-based approach in Foundation and
grade 1/2 called Structured Literacy—grounded in the Science of Reading. But what does that mean For your child?

Think of learning to read like climbing a strong rope—specifically, Scarborough's Reading Rope! This model shows that reading is
made up of two key strands:

H. Word Recognition — This includes phonics, decoding, and automatic word reading (so students don't have to quess words!).
HL. Language Comprehension — Understanding what words mean, making connections, and building knowledge.

When woven together, these strands create skilled readers!

Here's how we're making it happen in our classrooms:

Phonics First — We use a structured, step-by-step approach (UFLI lessons) to teach the building blocks of words, ensuring
students can sound out, spell, and write with confidence.

() Decodable Books — Instead of quessing words from pictures, students read books matched to their phonics knowledge, helping
them become strong, independent readers.

" Oral Language & Vocabulary — Through rich discussions, storytelling, and knowledge-based reading, we expand students’
vocabulary and understanding of the world.

# Writing For Meaning — Students learn how sentences work and apply this to their writing—starting small and building up to
paragraphs and longer texts.

| E Fluency & Comprehension — Daily practice, partner reading, and comprehension strategies help students read smoothly and
understand deeply.

because they are | work! I you'd ke to learn more
about how you can support your child's reading at home, stay tuned For upcoming tips in our newsletter.
Let's keep building strong readers together!
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WHAT IS PHONEMIC AWARENESS?

Phonemic awareness is the ability fo manipulate

individual sounds in our language. (Think: taking
the word cat and being able to say the sounds c-
a-t)

WHAT ACTIVITIES CANIDO?

To build your child's phonemic awareness, play
with sounds!
Examples:

1. Say the sounds in a simple word (mat, cop,
cash, efc) and ask them to put the sounds
together and tell you the word.

2. Do thereversel Tell your child a word, and
ask them to give you the sounds.

3.If your child is struggling to do this out loud,
use blocks, chips, coins, etc. fo represent
each sound. Have them touch a block for
each sound in the word.

WHAT IS TAPPING SOUNDS?

HOW DO T HELP MY CHILD WITH...
PHONEMIC

AWARENESS

WHY DOES IT MATTER?

Phonemic awareness and letter-sound knowledge
are the two biggest indicators of how well a child
will learn to read in the first two years of school.

If we can teach children to play with sounds, and
then teach them the letters that go with those
sounds, then they have a great chance of being
successful in school

ITDOESNT END WITH SOUNDSI

While it's important to play with sounds, it doesn't end
there. Phonemic awareness should be taught with
letters as soon as possible. Once your child knows
most of the sounds that letters make, you can start
adding them in!

So, when you are asking children fo spell a word like
mop, ask them to repeat the word and then say the
sounds. Bef'ore they spell the word, have them draw a
line for each sound they hear. As they are spelling the
word, ask them to say each sound as they spell.

Tapping your sounds means touching something each time you say a sound. For example, when I say
cat, I can touch three blocks and say /c/-/a/-/t/. I can also_just hold up a finger for each new
sound. This helps students to see and understand how many sounds a word represents.



SPORT NEWS

Celebrating Our Little Aths State Competitors!

A huge congratulations to grade 6 students Poppy R and Seth Hooper for their incredible
achievements atthe  State Level Little Athletics Championships  last weekend!

Poppy had a fantastic meet, taking home 1st place in both the 100m and 200m , as well as
2nd place in the 400m - an amazing effort!

Seth put in a strong performance, placing 10th in High Jump (1.30m) and 21stin the 200m.

Competing at this level is a huge accomplishment!

Well done to both athletes for their dedication and success outside of school - we are so proud
of your achievements!




PARENT CLUB FUNDRAISER

FOR EVERY
PACK SOLD
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Thank you for supporting Broadford Primary
School in making a positive impact on our
students and the environment!

® Fresh fruits and vegetables

@ Sandwiches in reusable containers
® Yoghurt in reusable tubs

® Snacks in small, sealable containers

@ Pre-packaged chips, biscuits, and snacks

@ Single-use plastic bottles (use reusable
drink bottles instead)

® plastic wrap, foll, and single-use bags

To encourage healthy eatfing and reduce waste by promoting the use of reusable
containers and reducing single-use packaging in student lunches BPS is infroducing
Nude Food.

What is Nude Food?

Nude Food refers to lunches and snacks that are free from disposable packaging.
Instead, food is packed in reusable containers, eliminating the need for cling wrap,
foil, or plastic bags.

Why Nude Food?

Health Benefits: Encourages fresh and healthy food choices.

Environmental Benefits: Reduces waste and the school’s environmental footprint.
Cost Savings: Helps families save money by reducing the need for single-use
packaging.

How Can You Support This Initiative?

We encourage you to start by:

Using reusable containers and lunchboxes.

Packing fresh fruits, vegetables, sandwiches, and other items without disposable
wrappers.

Avoiding pre-packaged snacks where possible.

We understand that adopting this approach may take some adjustment, and we
appreciate your support in making this initiative a success.
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WHAT IS NEW?

WE'RE EXCITED TO SHARE SOME UPDATES FOR OUR SCHOOL-

WIDE POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR SUPPORT (SWPBS) IN 2025!
NEXT WEEK AT ASSEMBLY, WE WILL BE ANNOUNCING OUR SWPBS BADGE DESIGN

WINNERS FOR 2025

UPDATED BADGE SYSTEM

THIS YEAR, WE HAVE ADJUSTED THE CUMULATIVE NUMBER OF STICKERS REQUIRED TO
ACHIEVE EACH BADGE LEVEL. SINCE 2025 IS OUR FIRST FULL YEAR IMPLEMENTING THE
BADGE SYSTEM (COMPARED TO ONLY SIX MONTHS IN 202%), WE WANTED TO ENSURE THE
GOALS REMAIN BOTH CHALLENGING AND ACHIEVABLE AS STUDENTS NOW HAVE A FULL 12

MONTHS TO WORK TOWARDS THEIR BADGES.

THE NEW REQUIREMENTS FOR 2025 ARE:

Y2 50 STICKERS — CERTIFICATE

W 100 STICKERS - BRONZE BADGE
Y7 150 STICKERS — SILVER BADGE
Y 200 STICKERS - GOLD BADGE

WE CAN'T WAIT TO CELEBRATE OUR STUDENTS' EFFORTS AND POSITIVE BEHAVIOURS IN
20251 THANK YOU FOR YOUR ONGOING SUPPORT IN MAKING BROADFORD PRIMARY SCHOOL A

SAFE, RESPECTFUL, AND INCLUSIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT







